
INTRODUCTORY 
1 hrvc received innun~crable requests, covcring a pcriod of  

many ycars. for  information o n  the genealogy of the Howell 
family, thcsc inquiries coming from .nicmbcrs o f .  the family 
~ h r o u g h o u t  the country. 

Somc ycars ago I untlcrtook to r r x e  thc main stem of thc 
Ho~vcll  linc back to t l ~ c  original nnccstor locating in this coun- 
Lry. I communicat~ci with mcmbcrs of thc faniily throughout thc 
South and from them ~ a t h c r c d  much interesting information. 
sornc or which is 1~rcscnrctf in thc I C L I . C ~ S  accompanying this gcn- 
calogical t ccvd .  

I could obtain nothing .iutlxnric establishing t11c line dircct 
until 1 took III) thc nialtcr with the Anicrican Historical Socictv 
of Ncw Y O ~ I C ' C ~ I ~ .  Spcci.11 investigators mcrr assigned by it tb  
srudy thc rccords in North Carolina and in Virginia, and t l ~ c  
~ c s u l t  o f  [ll.it rcscarch is loltl I)crcnfith. 

This  line consis~s only of thc niain stem of my own ancestry, 
cowring cach g c n c r ~ ~ i v n  from John  Howell of Virginia. t o  my 
f ,~thcr .  

From this rccord it will IJC comparatively casy for  thc dc- 
sccndants o f  ,lob I-Iourcll through thc various brancllcs of thc 
main stcm to bring this rccorcl up 10 datc as nfTccting cach 
branch of rhc linc. 

J o h n  I-lowcll, r l~c  Amcrican progenitor of this linc. was born 
in cithcr England or  Walcs bcfore 1600 .  'The cxacc date of his 
coming. froni whcrc 111. s~ilccl, o r  wlicrc he landed, has not bccn 
vcrificd, but 1 6 3 7  is givrn as [he unvcrificd date of his arrival 
in Virginia, this being followccl by thc official record of his land 
gr.lnt datcd January 10.  I 6  39. 

Possibly some ~ i i r ~ ~ i h c r  cr i  tllc I-Ionrcll f ,~mily in10 wl~osc  hands 
[his rccord may I'all. 111,iy Iw aI)Ic 10 inform me of [be family 
history back or John  Ilowcll. 

I will bc glad to hc.~r from anyone on [his point, as I will hc 
to rcccivc any informarion that will x ld  to thc completeness of 
ihis rccorcl. 

T h i s  cork  IMS b ~ c n  a p1r~s111.c 10 nlc and 1 a111 surc it will 
pro\.c of i~ i~ercs t  LO 1iic1111)~rs of L I I C  i - lo~~cl l  family who read it. 
--and to them I dcdic.~tc it. 

CLARI~ HowE~.L, 
Atlanta, Ga. Editor The Arlanra Constirution. 
Scptcrnbcr 21 ,  1930. 
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HOWELL 

I 

J O H N  HOWELL.  Amcrican progenitor of this linc, was first 
recorded as follows: 

" T o  all whom these presents shall come. I. Sir J o h n  Harvey. 
Knig l~ t  Governor Esq. now know yce, that I ,  with thc conscnt 
o l  the Council of State do give and grant unto J o h n  Howcll 
Onc hundred and fifty acres of land by and ior  the transporta- 
tion of three persons into the colony of Virginia. whosc names 
arc afixed. Datcd January 10,  1639." 

T h c  grant was signed by J o h n  Fletcher. 'Thomas Gibson 
and Jane Price. A further grant, made LO Lieutenant J o h n  
I-Iowell, cvidcntly the same man to whom the abovc grant was 
made, rcads as follows: " T o  all and whereas, now know ycc. 
that  I .  Sir William Berkeley, Knight Governor Esq. give and 
grant unto Lieut. John  Howell 212 acres of land lying o n  the 
sou111 side of the Appomattox River in the Parish of Bristol. 
to  have and to hold. Dated March 25,  1663." T h e  t w o  grants 
were of land lying in Ilenrico County. 

Thcrc is also a land grant made to Hopkin Howell, rccordcd. 
which rcads as follows: " T o  all whom it may concern. know 
ycc. that 1, Sir Culpeper. Knight Governor, grant unto Hopkin 
13owcll. 1 1 0  acres of land on  the branches of the Chuckatuck 
in thc lslc of Wigh,t Co.. V J . .  for thc transportation o l  thrcc 
persons, as follows: I'homas Iiayward. Elizabeth Conw.~y.  M-iry, 
a ncgress. Datcd May 29, 1683." Whet l~er  the abovc-mcn- 
tioned Hopltin Howell was a brother of thc cmigrant, John  
Howell. o r  the latter's son, is difficult to dccide. T h e  facts that 
thc two mcn wcre contemporary and close neighbors. and that  
J o h n  Howcll had a grandson with [he rather unr~sual name of 
Hopkin,  make it seem evident that they were related. T h e  fol- 
lowing record, howcvcr, suggests that the first Hopkin Howell 
was a brothcr of J o h n  I-Iowell. "Hopkin Howell and Mary 
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I1 
J O I 3 N  HOWEl.1. .J l l . .  son  of J o h n  Homcll,  dicd, c v i d c ~ ~ t l y  

intes~.llc, as  n o  will 11as I~ecn rccordcd l o r  I ~ i n l .  H c  I I J ~  l ~ n d  
g~.antetl  t o  Iiini in 1 6 9 4  as thc fol lowing record shows :  "To a11 
k n o w  gcc. 1. S i r  Ednirrnd Andros. I-t. Gov.. grant  u n t o  . l n l ~ n  
I-lowcll. son  of  J o h n  Howell. tlccc~scd. 1 0 0  acres of  land in 
Isle df  W i g l ~ t  Co..  Vn. 'l'his pJrcnt was a pa r t  o f  a grant  to  
I'rrcr Johnson  in I G42, and cschca[cd t o  Hopkin l Iowcll and 
.lolln Howell w h o  made a division thcrcof du r ing  their lifetime, 
tl1c mid mentioned land lalling t o  J o h n  Howell,  to w l ~ o n i  tliis 
pat?nt is rcgranted. D.itcd Apri l  20. I G94." T h i s  grant  is a 
fu r thc r  indication t h ~ t  J o h n  1-lowcll. Sr.. and H o p k i n  Howel l  
were brothers. 

13y 1 7 2 2 .  according to  t l ~ c  historians, T u r n c r  and  I5ridgcr. 
Bcrric J'rccinct.. which fo r  .I l o ~ i g  time was politically connrctcd 
wi th  Edgccoml~c Coun ty ,  N o r t h  Carol ina ,  was formcd.  a n d  t l x  
region scttlcd by thc lrigl~cst type o f  Virgini.1 n ~ . ~ n l ~ o o t l .  'The 
m o u t h  o f  'Town Crcck markctl 111c beginning of  thc  s c ~ t l c m e n t  
in 1 7 2 0 .  Imt t w o  years ldlcr tljc p~.cscnt vicinity of 'I'.>rboro was 
settled by n small par ty  of  Vi~-:ini.iris. 7 . h ~  I,ind L I ~ O I I  which 
T a r b n r o  was bllilt w.rs fnrrnrrly [hc p r b p c r ~ y  of .loscl)h I lowr l l .  
Jr.. o f  N o r f l ~  C;:wlinn, of 111is linr. 'l'llc clatcs o f  the gr'intt of 
land in N o r t h  Crra1i11.r. ,rntl cspcci.rlly 1:dgcmmhc C V I I I I ~ ~ .  d o  
not reprcsenL the time of [hc .irrival o f  thc I.imilics, who .  in 
m a n y  cases had been rcsidcnt rhcrc fo r  liftcrn o r  twen ty  yearc 
previous. Settlers in N o r t h  Carolina rccort1r.d their "Rights," 
\vI~ic . l~  nrcant a grant o f  lii'ry acrcs f o r  each pcrson brouglir i n to  
thc colony, but thc ~ecorcling. likc Llrc gr.rnring, t ook  placc long 
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after the actual settlement. John  Howcll. Jr..  of Virginia. .tv,is 
designated as J o h n  Howell. Sr.. in Nor th  Carolina. OF his 
rights we have the following record: "At a council in l?denton. 
(Colonial c.ipitol) March 15,  1 7 3 3 ,  .John Howell of 13crtic 
C o ~ ~ i i t y .  was .idmittcd to  prove Ilix rig111s in ordcr to t ~ k c  I I ~  

lantl. 7 ' 1 ~  nun~bcr  of his rights were scrcn whitcs and eigllt 
l i c l  Ilis pclition and tlrc orip.in.ils of the grant:, arc ill  thr  
I , ~ n d  Ofice at RaIci~:h, a11d clcscribc m i n ~ ~ t c l y  the 11ictc9 .i11d 
I m ~ n d s .  Among thc North Carolina Starc l'apc~s is found the 
following intcrcsting itcnl: "Dcposition of J o h n  Campbcl!. 
Mcrchant of Bcrtic County.  This  dcponent sail11 hc saw .John 
Howcll. Sr . .  l ~ v c  a blank warr.int and a patent of land to  111- 

filled withont any datc t o  either." Governor Gale Johnson i s s ~ ~ r d  
a largc number of such warrants. 

John Howcll married. possibly. Elizabeth. who surcivctl Iiirn. 
and whose estate was administered by her son, T11orn.i~ llo\t*cll. 

Clddren.  (ordcr of birth not known)  . 
J o h n ,  J r . .  with his brothers. Joscplr and T l m n i ~ s .  c r 3 s  

appointed a .inrot for Edgecombe County,  February 2 5 .  
1 7 3 9 - 4 0 :  pctitioncd for land in Bcrtic County in 1 7 4 2 .  

Joseph, of whom further. 
Robert, petitioned for two 1.1undrcd acrcs of land in Edgc- 
combe County.  November 2 7 ,  1743 .  and again {or one 
handrcd acrcs on April 6 ,  1745 ,  in Hcrtic Coonry. w l k h  
is on thc way lrom Isle o f  Wight County to  Edgccombe 
County.  
Hopkin. pctitionctl for land in Craven County in 1 7 4 9 .  
Thonlas.  appointed with his brothers. juror for  Edge- 
combc County.  I-cbruary 25. 1 7 3 0 - 4 0 :  pctitioncd for 
land in N o r t l ~ a n ~ p t o n  County in 1 7 1 1 ,  .ind Ior raw l ~ u n -  
drcd acres of land Novcnlbcr 2 7 ,  1744 .  
William, pclitioncd [or land in Edgccombe County  in 
1739.  

("Virginia I.and Ofice," Book VIII. pp .  3 7 9 - 8 0 .  
Turner  and Bridger. "I~clgecombc County History." 1,. 
17.  "North Carolina State Paoers," Vol. I V ,  no. . . 
6 2 5 ,  1 1  19,  6 1 9 .  3 4 2 .  7 0 3 .  "North Carolin2 Rcc- 
ords," Vol. IV. p p .  5 2 2 .  8 6 6 ,  710, 761. )  



111 

J O S E P H  H O W E L L ,  son of J o h n  Howell, dicd in Edge- 
cornbe County, North Carolina, bctwccn January 10 ,  1749 .  
when he made his will, and May, 1 7 5 0 ,  when it was provcd 
in May Court. Ilc, with his brothers, John .  J r . ,  and Thomas  
Flowell, w.1~  'ippointcd a juror for 1idgcconil)e County, 'Febrll- 
ary 25,  1 7 3 9 - 4 0 .  Hc scrvcd as Justicc of the I'cacc for  Edge- 
combe in 1 7 4 6  and in 1749.  Ilc petitioncd for  land in' Edgc- 
conlbc County in 1 7 3 9  and again on  March 21 ,  1 7 4 3 .  O n  
Novctnbcr 27. 1744 ,  he petitioned l o r  a warrant of t l~rcc h u n -  
drcd acres of land in Edgccombe County, and on Auril G ,  1745.  
for two hundred acrcs of Iand in Uertic County, North Caro- 
lina. Joseph Howcll was named as rcprcsentative for Edgecombc 
Counly,  North Carolina in 1 7 4 6 - 7 ,  and was promo~ecl to  as- 
scmblyman in Nor th  Carolin,. for [he year 1747-8.  "Mr. Jos. 
I-lowcll" was named amcmg thc speakcrs of the m c n ~ b l y  hcld 
at New Bern, North Carolin.1, June 12. 1747.  I-lc was also 
mentioned in connection with thc "act for bcrter ascertaining 
tlw number of members to bc choscn lor  the scvcral counrics. 
c ~ c . "  His will reads as follows: 

"In the narnc of C o d ,  Amen. I, Joseph I-Iowcll of Edgc- 
combc Coonty. bcing sick and wcak of body, but  of good 
scnsc and mcmory, this tcnth day of J m u a r y ,  1 7 4 9 ,  d o  makc 
this my last will and tcs:ament in thc manner following: 
l:irst, I bcqucarh my soul to God that gave it, and my body 
to t b c  earth from whcncc it c a m ,  and as for my worldly goods 
I disposc of in thc manncr lollowing.  hat is to say:  

"Imprimis: I givc and brqucCith to nly loving wifc, Mar- 
garct, my ncgro woman c ~ l l e d  Mooland. and hcr incrcasc for- 
cvcr, the labor of nly ncgro girl. Judc,  during her widow- 
hood, the use of thc oJd or homc pIan~.ation during her t i fc ,  
with all appurten~nccs 01ercunro Irclonpinfi. 2nd also t l ~ c  still. 

" l tcm: 1 give and bcqucath to my son,  Joscph, nly negro 
man, Jack, and my ncgro girl, Judge, aftcr his motlxr's death. 
and her incrcase lorevcr, thc plantation I now live o n  with 
two hundrcd acres of Iand and all appurtenances tbercunto 
belonging t o  thc old plantation, with thrce hundrcd acres of 
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land and appurtenances thereunto belonging after his mother's 
death, and desire hc may be of age at tigh[cen and rcccivc his 
estate. 

"I givc and bcqucath t o  my son. Thomas,  my ncgro man. 
Dick. my negro boy, Jamcs. the plantation that goes by the 
namc of 'Raton's' with four I~ul~drct l  acres ~ n d  all appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging, and a Lract of land lying and join- 
ing on Herricks Creek, containing three hundred acres, with n 
~ r k t  mill standing chcrcon and all the appurtenances tl~cre- 
u n ~ o  belonging. and desire he may be of age at eighteen and 
receive his estate. 

"lrcm: I givc and bequeath to my daughter, Mary, my 
neero girl, Hannah, and her incrcasc forever. 

"Itcm: I give and bcqucath to my daughtcr, Murphrcy. 
my negro girl. Mann.  and her increase forcver. 

"Itcm: I give and bcqucath to my daughter. Martha. my 
negro girl, Mool. and her increase forever. And after all my 
debs arc paid and lcgacies herein, tllc remainder of my estate 
of what nature o r  kind soever, to be equally divided at [hc 
discretion of my executors, bctwecn my wife and five child- 
ren. and I hereby make and appoint my loving wife and son. 
Joseph. Co). Dawson. Samuel Ruffin, T h o m a s  Howell and 
Joseph Henderson. full and sole executors of this, nly last will 
and testament, hereby revoking, disannulling and making void 
all former wills and bequests by mc made, and declaring this 
only to be my last will and tesramenr, in witness whereof I 
havc hereunto set my h a l ~ d  and seal thc day and year writrpn. 
Signed. sealed and 
achnowlcrlgetl in lhc .I. IlOWl!l I.. 
prrscnce of w itncssc.+ (Sc.11) 
Joscph Williamson. Jur .~ t .  
James Barron. Jurat .  
T h o ~ n a s  Barron. Jurat .  

f Margaret I-Iowcll and Thomas  
Horvcll qualified as executors 
o I  Joseph I~Iowell's eslare.) 

(Clerk's note) 
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Edgecombe C o ~ l n t y .  N. C.. May court. 1750 .  T h e  above 
writlcn will w.\s cxl)il,ilcd in cvurt and M.irgdret Jlowcll. 
rclict o l  t11c tlcccasctl. ~ n c l  Thonias Howcll, qualiiicd lo r  the 
ofticc o l  cxccul<lr and cxccutrix. . 

Tcsrc: B E N J A M I N  WYNNS. 
Clcrk. 

In  the invrntory of his estate taken August 17 ,  1750.  hc was 
styled "Major" Jos. Howcll, and w.~s said to  h.lve posscssctl a 
largc nunrbcr of slavcs, onc hundrccl twcnty-ninc hcad of cattlc, 
a I,rrge nunrbcr o l  othcr Iarm animals, and a grcat \..llicty of 
pcrsonal property. 

Joscph I-Io\\dl marricd M,irparet, who outlived him and re- 
tnovcd with hcr son.  Josrph Howcll, Jr.. t o  Cabarrns County. 
Nortlr Carolina, whcrc she tlicd, agcd about one huntlrcd ycars. 
and was buried in 11rc Hain's Churchyard. 

Childrcn : 
I .  Joseph, Jr.. of whom filrthcr. 
2.  Mary. nrentioncd in hcr fathcr's will. 
3 .  Morphrcy, also nlcnticncd in lrcr fatlrcr's will. 
4.  ?'hiinlas, inl~critccl "l<aton's 1Yarrt.rtion" and I.lnrl on 

tlcrrick's Crcck from his lathcr. 
5.  Martha, rncntioncd in hcr fatlicr's will. 

("North Carolina Rccords." Vo!. IV,  pp. 5 2 2 .  813.. 
866.  6 2 5 .  7 10, 7 6  1 ; Grirnc-"Abslr;~ct of North 
carol in^ Wills." p. 1 7 4 :  "Edgccombc County,  Min- 
ute Book. ( 1 7 4 8 -  1 7 5 3 ) .  "North Carolina Sfa~,: 
Papcrs." Vol. IV. p. 61 9. "North Carolina Ikcords, 
Vol. 1V. pp. 815 .  1855.  984 .  117G.. 

JV 
J O S E P H  ~10\V111.1.. Jft.. son o l  Jotcph ;lncl M.ir~nrct  

klowcll. was born. ;lpparcnlly in I3gcconibe C u u n ~ y .  North 
CarcrIin.1. in I ; ' ) \ .  ;lnd died in Dcli.ilh County.  Cicorgia. ( n o w  
C.~mpbrll C o u ~ i r v ) .  ~ g c t l  1 0 2  y a m .  Dictl 1834 .  Hc was not  
c]!litC cigl,:ccll ) l ~ . i ~ . ~  01 d p c  at thc time of hi:; I'allr~r's death, but 
w.rs nppointcd with his ~ n o r l ~ c r  JS cxcclltor of his fathcr's will. 
Joseph Howcll was nanrcd on  a cornnrittce ro exarnil\c and ~ l l o w  
pnblic claims in March or April. 1753 .  On April 13. 1 7 6 2 .  
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I x  wa r  c l m c n  r c r  lcprcscnt ~ c l g c c o ~ i i l ~ c  C u ~ ~ n t y  in tfic A s s e m b l y  
ant1 .ignin in 1 7 6 4 .  .:lid l o r  thc last t imc  in 1 7 6 5 .  I-lc a p p a r -  
cntly niovcd o u t  ol' tlic coun ty  abou t  1765 as  h e  d id  n o t  rcp-  
resent Edgcconibc C o u n t y  again. A n  act fo r  cs tabl is l~ing a to'wn 
o n  the land o f  Joscl:h I.Iowell o n  T a r  R i w r  was  passed a n d  
o n e  hiinclrctl fifty acrcs of land were p i~ rc lx~scd  by  t l ~ c  gove rn -  
men t .  "Captain  Joscph  I . l o \ \~ l l  r e t ~ i n i n g  on ly  a g r a w  y ~ r d  plot 
wlicn lic passrd title t o  the t r u s ~ c c s  named in t11c dc rd . "  A sccond 
act w.is passed t o  encour.ln,c Joseph  Howcl l  t o  build a briclgc 
ovc r  t he  r i w r  at o r  nc.)r 111e place callcd Howcl l ' s  I:crry a t  
l ' a rbo ro i igh  in hlgcconi l )e  C o u n t y ,  and  Iic was  given a u t h o r -  
i ty  t o  collcct tol!s o n  nicn, horscs, carriagcs ~ n d  cattle passing 
civcr it. In ~ l l c  rooms  of i l x  N o r t h  C,irolina Historical C o n i -  
mission a[ Ralcigli arc  rhe original minutes  of t he  commission 
appo i~ i t c t l  t o  l ~ y  o u t  tllc t o w n  o f  1'arboro. Joscph  Mo\vcll's 
n.ime .ippc.i:cd Inany times in 11,osc n~ in i l t c s  in connection w i t h  
tlic s .11~ of t o w n  lots. u p  to 1 7 6 4 ,  bu t  af tcr  t ha t  year h is  11.i11ic 
cr.iscd t o  .rppi.ar. I t  sccnis cvidcnt t l ~ a t  Joscph I-lowdl rcmovctl 
wcstwarcl w i t h  ~ h c  gcncral trcntl o r  n i i g r ~ t i o n  t o  thc  ncwcr .inJ 
Iiiore fertile lands  a n d  sc~:lcd in M c c k l c n l ~ t ~ r g l ~  C o u n t y  in 1 7 6 5 -  
66. h4ccklcnlrurgl) C o u n t y  was takcn f rom Anson  C o u n t y  and  
in t:lrn Iwc.imc Cabarrus C o u n t y .  011 Augus t  I(, .  1 7 6 8 .  Joscph  
I;o\vcll was o n c  of the pctitioncrs f rom Anson  C o u n t y  t o  G u v -  
c rnn r  Willi ,rm 'I 'ryon, s,iying: " W c  conccivc tha t  n o  people Iiavc 
'1 ri;!l~t t o  be t,ixcd but by conscnt of tlwmselvcs o r  their dcic- 
,:.i[cs." Again o n  Octobcr 9 .  1 7 6 9 ,  11c signcd a paper rcqucst- 
i n s :  " 7 1 1 ~ ~ t  D r .  Ecniani in  F rank l in  o r  some  o thc r  k n o w n  pa t r io t  
bc , ippnintcd ,igcnt t o  rcprcscnt t l v  u n h a p p y  s la te  of t h i s  p r o v -  
incc LO his Majrsry  a n d  s o  s o l i c i ~  tlic several Boards  in Engl.intl. 
crc." Joscph  1.lowcll was a m o n g  t l ~ c  signcrs of "the IJc:ilion o f  
LIIC Inh.11~iraiiis o f  Anson  C o u n t y ,  hein): par t  o f  tlic R c m e n -  
:.trance 01 tlic L'rovincc of N o r ~ h  Carol ina  to M r .  Spcdhcr ~ n t l  
G c n ~ l c n i e n  cri' ~ h c  P.ssrmbly". In rlir o r i ~ i n . i l  1..111d I in l ry  boo!< 
o f  Anson  C:ciirnty o f  1 7 7 8 .  WI- find ~ l ~ t :  "I:if[y JCI-cs of I ~ r t t l  
a re  rr:trlwl in tiw name t ) i  Joscpli I~lirwvll, i ~ i c l ~ ~ d i n g  tile v.ic.int 
lsind l - ~ t ~ r w c t ~ ~ ~  hi,? O L L W  o ld  / r ( r l  ,11i(1 Jc) l i~i  i : lowcr ,  J I I ~  a tt-dc! 
tli,it . J u l ~ n  1 I , I I . I I ~ J I I .  I ~ ! I ~ J I ~ , I I I I ~  Iiiianl 1'01 Jol )n  GLirm;ln)  now 
livcs on . ' '  " l l i s  o w n  old tract" prctiic.itc:i srvcral ycars prcvious  
rcsitlcr~oe in Anson  C o u n t y  by Joscph  I-Iowcll, t h e  ycar o f  h i s  
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arrival apparently agreeing with the year his name ceases t o  
appear upon rhc minutes of the Tarboro Commission. 

We find many relercnccs to Iiis name in the Deed Books of 
North Carolina and among thcm, thc following, 

Octobrr 9 .  1 7 8  5 .  S ~ a t r  of Nor th  Caro1in.1, t o  Joscpli 
I-Iowrll. 160 acrcs nn thc wcsr side of Ro:l\y Itivcr, on both 
sidcs of David I-lcnrt's Crcck. 

January 7. 1784 .  Joseph Howcll of Caharrus Co.. ro J o h n  
Reed. a tract of 1 0 0  acrcs on  Rocky Rivcr for 1 0 0  ponncls. 
Witnesses: J m c s  and Josi.il1 Lovc. 

Junc  8 .  1 7 8 5 ,  Tlios. Harris. Esq., laic SlrcriK of Mcck- 
lcnburgli Cn.. to  Joscph Howcll, planrcr. 100  acrcs on eJsr 
sidc of Rocky Kivcr. 

August 7. 1787 ,  Srate of Norrh Carolina to Joseph I-lowell. 
9 0  acres on Rocky Rivcr. 

December 22. 1787.  J o h n  Nclson to Joseplr I-Iowell, for 
3 0  pounds 3 7  acres joining Hardy Warner. Wimesscs: Heze- 
kiah Bryant and Chas. Townsend. 

July 1 3 ,  1 7 8 8 ,  Chas, and h h r y  Townsend to Joscph 
I-lowell, for 5 0  pounds, 126 acres on Muddy Crcck. Witnesses 
Charles Alexantlcr nntl Martin Money. 

December 28,  1 7 9 5 ,  Joseph Howell and wife, Margaret 
scll land to Lewis Underwood. 

Seventeen-ninety-eight, Joscph Howell, Sr., to  James Love. 
Witnesses: John  and Henry Howell. 

September 10. 1803.  John Howell of Cabarrus Co.. to El i  
I-iowtll. for 4 5 0  tloll.irs, 30 acrcs on west siilc crf Rocky 
River, joining George Garnran and Joscph FIowrll. Witnesses: 
William and Joseph Howell. 

March 16, 1 8 1  1. Joseph Howell. Sr.. of Cab.irrus Co.. 
for love and affection to son. Isaac Howell, 90 acres. 

Joseplr Howell, who was 4 3  years old when Indcpendcnce 
was declared. saw active service during the Revolution in the 
militia of Mecklenlurgh County. Nor th  Carolina, as  a foot 
soldicr in Cnptain Adam Alex~nder 's  Company, having enlisted 
Junc 6. 1 7 6 6 ,  and fought in the battles at  Guilford Court  
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House and King 's  Moun ta in .  IHis service is recorded in the col-  
lection of the  N o r t h  Carolina Historical C o n ~ m i s s i o n .  (Rook  
C ) .  H e  also furnished supplies and money t o  the Cont inental  
Arniy.  

Joseph  I-lowell marricd in Anson  C b u n t p ,  according t o  l.in1- 
ily rccords in 1 7 6 8 ,  Margarct Elc,inor G a r m o n ,  w h o  dicd ~ l l r r  
1 7 9 5 .  All marriagc bonds lor  Anson C o u n t y  Iwtwcen 1 7 6 0  
and 1 8 0 0  have bccn burned, but the above place and date are 
logical for  th is  marriage. 

Children, (order of bi r th  not k n o w n ) .  

I .  J o h n ,  died in I I aywood  Coun ty .  N o r t h  Carol ina .  aged 
eighty-nine ycars; married Esscna Osborne. 

2 .  Joseph ,  born in 1 7 6 4 :  died in N o r t h  Carolina. and  was 
buried at Howell 's Church  Yard ,  IItJr Concord.  C J ~ L I ~ ~ I I S  
C o u n t y ,  that state. 

He  married in 1 7 8 9 ,  Sylvia Robinson,  w h o  was born in 1 7 7 3  
and died in 1 8 5 3 .  

3. El izabeth,  died in Jackson Coun ty ,  Alabama,  aged ninety 
years; marricd (first) El i  Grecn and ( sc iond)  Jacob  
S m i t h .  

4. Henry,  born in 1 7 7 5 ,  dicd in Haywood  C o u n t y :  m a r -  
ried in  1 8 0 3 .  Mary Millcr.  

5 .  Eli, died in Randolph C o u n t y ,  Alabama:  mdrricd Feb-  
ruary 1 2 ,  1 8 0  1, Nancy Love :  J o h n  HoYI~I I ,  security. 

G. Margaret,  dicd in Gordon  Coun ty ,  Alabaina,  aged n i n c ~ y  
yc.irs; rnarricd lklniuncl Smi th .  

7 .  Wil l iam.  married E l i za l~c th  Sidcs. I:cbru.~ry 1 2 .  1 8 0  1 : 
J o h n  Ifowell,  sccurily. 

8 .  Isaac, died in  C o b b  C o u n ~ y .  Georgia:  married November  
4,  1 8 0 5 ,  Margaret T u c k e r ;  Evan  Howell .  sccurit y. 

9. Eoun, of  w h o m  fur ther .  
10 .  Michael, died in Montgomery Counry .  Arkansas: m J r -  

ried Mary  Freeman. 
1 1 .  Eleanor ,  died in Campbell C o u n ~ y ,  Gcorgia ,  aged fifty- 

fuu r  ycars: married J o h n  Kiscr. 
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T h e  following account of Clark Howell's life was takcn from 
an editorial published in the Atlanta Consritution on M a y  1 6 ,  
1 8 8 2 ,  following his dc.l[h: 

JUDGE !IO\VELL'S L1I:E 

(:l,jrk I lowcl l  wrs born i n  C.rb.trtur Cuunty. Nor th  Clrul ina, ill I R I 1, and 
w.lr. tlrcrcfurc, scvrttty yr.lts old at thr  t imr  u l  ltir LI~JIII. 11;s f,lther. b a n  
!lowcll, w l s  a Nor th Carolinia~r hy birth, but of Welsh drsccnt. I Ie  W.41 a 
man o f  uwowrmon fnrcc o( cl~ar.rcrrr and physical vigor. and l ivcd t o  be eighty- 
five years of agc. Whcn Clark Howell was ninc years o ld Itis fatllcr moved to  
Cw inn r t t  County, where hc l i v rd  un t i l  nearly 1840. 

When Clark 1.lowrll was twen~y-one ycars o f  age he was ntrrr ied t o  Mi*. 
Winn  of l l ic wr l l -known Gwimnctt family o f  that nrmc. I n  this y r r r  he ran 
for the legislature on the Whig ticket. .id while he was defeated, received th r  
largest vote given to any mcmbrr o f  his ticket. By his Crsl wi fe  he had one 
c l~ i ld ,  which dird. His  wifc dicd i n  t w o  or thrre ycarr. and then he married 
Miss Park of Grcenc County. From this union was born Evan P.. Albrrt. W i l -  
liam. Clark and Charles Howcl l  and two  daughters. The  suns arc a l l  l iv ing 
and only the rldest dauglrter is dead. 

About I 8 3 8  he moved to Cobb County. where hr  buil t  thc Lebanon Mil lv. 
nrar thr  Roswell Mills. I l r  r c m . ~ i ~ ~ r < l  I x r r  for ahour thrre ur four years, and 
then moved to  Porsyth County. m w  Milton. While l iv ing i n  Cobb County hr  
represented that C O U I I ~ ~  i t 1  thc IrpisI.11urc. Prom Forsyth Counly he wcnt b.lch 
to (;winnett, his scconcl wile having dicd i n  1850.  I n  I 8 5 2  hc CJme to A t -  
lanta, which was then a nrrrr v i l l ~ge .  H e  bought 1111 Sassccn house now used 
by the Richmond and Davil le CO. a,< I~radquartrrs (l.lter tllc site O( the Metro- 
poli tan Theatre, opposite Pirdmont Hotel). I t  was thcn hcing huil t  by Dr .  Long 
o f  Athcns, Judge I lowcl l  parchawd i t  2nd finished i t .  I t  was noted as being 
the fincst house anywhere in  tb i r  part of Grorgia. and prople rodc for twenty 
miles to see il. While buildinp [Ilia 1~ou.x Judge I l owc l l  and his f ~ m i l y  l ived 
i n  two l i t t lc  huts situatrd nn a threr-~crc lot that stood just where the Butler 
and McMi l lan residrnces are on Marietta strrct. 

Judge Howell engaged i n  th r  mercantile businrss in Atlanta about this titnr. 
having a store whrre Mtnku 's  storc now stands. and had a partner by the name 
of Parr. 

Whi lc  i n  Atlanta he ntarri.d his th i rd  wife. Miss Mary 17. Ilook. who tur -  
r iver  him. Tltere werc two  children born o l  this marr~agc--Dr. Dan Howel l  
and Mrs. Park Woodward. Judy. l lowel l  rccc ivd his t i t le  from service at l lw  
Iread o f  the inferior court of Fulton County. I t  was under t l ~ e  supervision o f  
this court that thc county lines o f  Fulton were laid o l  and the new county 
created. The court was cnmposrd o f  Clark I+owcll. C. 14. Strong. S. Terry. 
Jamer Donnhoo and Samuel U'alkrr. Th i s  court laid o l l  the county and organ- 
ized the admirable system unrlrr which i t  has been so prosperous. H c  repre- 
sented Fulton i n  the Iegislaturt. .and was 21 the time of his death a county 
curn~nissioner. He was alwrys held i n  the highest csfeem, and never a m -  
bit iouf t o  occupy any ollice except where hc fel l  th.lt he could do Ii" country 
a scrvtce. I t  is safe to sdy that he could ask for nothing that his people would 
not have given him, and that he was stronger and more popular i n  those corn. 
n tuni~ ics that knew him best. 



His l i fe  was not an cventfal one nor marked by bri l l iant episwlrs. He war a 
quirt, unobtrusive citizen. holding his own vicwr from prinicplc. and was con- 
tented rathcr l o  express them quietly than to scek distinction. He was always 
R farmer, though ol f rn cngaged in otlrcr busincss also. A t  the brginning of thc 
war hc was worth ahaut $75.000. and altcr thc ue.lr gnve ro his sons and 
da~~pht r rs  o r r r  550.000 worth o f  pnrpcrty. I l c  mnrlc i t  a point t o  give cacll 
child a fair start i n  life. A t  his de,tth lrc was i ~ i  good circ11111stanccs. and IC~VCS 
a fine property. I l i s  lorc fur his family w a s  qirong and abiding. Hc kcpt his 
sons and daughters licnr him. and norhing so dcliglitrd his heart as rcunin~is or 
social gatherings that brought thcrn all togcthcr. and strcngtbcncd the tics that 
bound thcm one t o  annthcr. t ic dicr w i th  each onc of thcm living near him. 
and all of them u.ill fol low Iris rcmains to the grave today. Flc war always 
in easy circumstances, lived abundantly, was lro~pitable and gcncrous. gave t o  
each of Iris childrcn a fair star1 in l i fe  and died without an enemy. He was for 
many years of his l i f t  a member of the Christian Church. and w i th  tlic con- 
sciousness that death was coming fast upon him. and was most l ikely to scize 
h im without warning. thc last years of hi8 life were peaceful and h a ~ ~ p y .  Long 
ago IIC Iiad squared his accounts wi th the world and said to his wife and 
clrildren thar he had lived seventy years without doing any man an injustice. 
and that he was not afraid to go to the jt~dgmcnt bar o l  Cod w i th  thc record 
IIC hrd  made. 

Few morc blamelrrs lives were cver livccl than r l ~ e  onc that c l o ~ d  wlwn 
Judgc Howell brcatlied his last. t ie  was the central p i n t  of thrrc generations of 
his family. His f.lther said o f  him. that he was the bcst soil thar ever lived. 
his brothers m d  sisrers testify that he was admirable i n  his fraternal relations 
-aa a husba~~d Ire was irrepronchablc and al(ection;lre-and his sons and 
daughters sorrowing today over his coffin and mindful of the long years of his 
l i fe and helpfulnesr. his sympathy and his strong Love. shrewd advice. and his 
shining example rise up and call him blcrsrcl. As a master he was just. mrr-  
ciful and kind--of over sixty slavcs that hc owned more than two-thirds l i v r  
on his plantation today and Iiave no troubles or Jillercnccs tliat they do not 
si~bnlit i n  the fullcsf faith in his decision and adjustment. 

As a public oficial hc was wise and incorrupliblc-a Ieadcr of opinion 
always. but rather by rcason of his examplc than his appeals-corirervati\*e, 
devoted and firm. 

CHILDREN OF THE ORIGINAL CLARK HOWE1.L 

T h e  children of his marriage to Miss Winn were: 
Archibald, died in infancy. 
The  children of his second marriage to Eniah Park were: 
Evan Park, of  whom further. 
Albert. married Emily Hook. 
William H. ,  married Alverine Hoyle. 
Charles A..  married Mary Hopkins. 
Martha, married Nathan Lyon. 
Twins-Clark, married Elizabeth Gardncr, and Archibald 

tlicd in infancy. 
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Mary,  died in inf.incy. 
T h c  cllildrcn by t11c thi rd  lnarriagc t o  h'lary D. I-look wcrc 
I<,itl~crinc N o o k ,  married P a r k  Woodward .  
Daniel  H o o k .  

V I  I 
E V A N  PARK HO%'lil.J,, son  of  Clark and E f i a h  (['ark) 

H o ~ ~ l l  of  Grccnsboro. Gcorgi ,~ .  w ~ s  born a t  W.irsaw, Mi l ton  
C o u n t y .  Gcorgia, Dcccmbcr 1 0 ,  1 8 3 9 ,  and  dicd in At l an ta ,  
A t~g t t s t  G ,  1 9 0 5 .  H e  rcniovcd with  his f a t lx r  t o  htl.~lr[.r whcn  
~ l x ~ u t  n:nc ycars of age, and conlinuctl ro livc t lxrc  thc  rcst of 
his  lifc. Hc  attcndcd a firld school nt \Varsaw and I.ltcr ,I privatc 
sshool in Arl.inta unt i l  1 8 5 5 ,  w l ~ c n  hc cntcrcd thc Ccorgi! Mi l i -  
tary Jnstitutc at Marietta.  After  t w o  yrars at t he  latter tnstltu- 
tion he rcad law a t  Santlcrsvillc. Georgia. unt i l  1 8 5 9  whcn lic 
cnicrcd thc Georgia Uniucrsity 1 . a ~  School .it Athcns. 'T'hc fol-  
locving year Mr .  Mowcll pradu'ited f rom the lav: school a n d  
began thc practice of  I J \ V  in rhc of ice  of Janics  S. Hook:  a 
prominent Iawycr a t  Sant l~rsvi l lc ,  hu t  his lcg.11 carccr was In- 
tcrrop[cd by t l ~ c  o u t b ~ c a k  of host i l i~ics  bctwccn the  S o u t h  a n d  
Nor t !~ .  Evan P. Howcll  enlistccl at oncc w i t h  t l ~ c  Wash ing ton  
Riflcs which wcrc org.rnizctl at Sandcrsvillc, and  was clcctcd 
Ordcrly Sergeant. D u r i n g  tlic first ycar of tl ic,  W,rr hc s a w  
scrvicc in tbc army of Nortlicrn Virginia, u ~ l d c r  Jaclcson. and  
u p o n  thc cxpir.ltion of his tcrm of cn l i s t~ncu t ,  rcturncd t o  
Smdcrsvillc.  There ,  wi th  Captain  Kobcrt Mart in  of Augusta ,  
IIC organized a L igh t  Dattcry of Artillcry which Lcc.imc k n o w n  
as  I l o r c l l ' s  Battcry. Evan  I). Howcll  served as first liculctrnnt 
of  thc battcry and latcr .is capt.iin ill command.  tJowcll 's I h t -  
tct-y cngagcd in rhc b.ittlcs of  Chit~kamaog.i a n d  Misscona~.y 
Jliilgc and later scrvctl under  Gcncral Joscph IIggleston .Johnston 
and  rook part in cvcry flpht Lwtwccn C h a t ~ a n o o g a  a n d  At!.lnta. 
-I tic bactcry occupirtl p r t i c i~ l . l~ , ly  con.spiclwus posi t ions  ill the  
I3attlc of I ' c . ~ c l ~ t w  (:reek. .luly 1'). 136-1. ,111d t11c I h t t l c  of 
['i11.?111>. l ~ o ! I c ~ w i ~ i ~ ~  t l ~ t :  f.111 01' /'~L~.III:J Cs l l ) t . t i~~  l l o \ ~ c i l  A I I ~  t he  
~ c n i ~ i n d c r  of 1 1 i h  I I J I ! ~ : I , ~  \vc5:c ~ i ~ n l ~ r c d  to  M x o n  t o  wcrttit a n d  
tn  rcorganizc. S11l)scc1i1r,trtly thcy rctircd t o  1:orl: 1l.rwkins and  
wcrc 111crc when Lcc's surrcndcr tcr:nir~.itcd tllc War ihtcvrcn thc 
Statcs. 
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