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... When she  (Ma) got  homo she s e n t  me f o r  my books, and i n  a few days hired a 
ca r r i age  and took ma out t o  Sandtown (now Newbern) and ontered me in the  Academy, 
which was i n  charge of klilton Cheney. He had a g rea t  name a s  an educator, bu t  I 
m u s t  s ay  a s  young as  I was I had no opinion, t h a t  is no good opinion of him. He 
had .a  full schaol  many l a r g e  g i r l s  and boy boarders. The Howell family had th ree  
there,  Clark Howell (son of Hamp.) and Robert and Henry Graham whoso mother wzs a 
Howell. Em ( t h e  author ' s  o lder  s i s t e r ,  h a )  had (i .e., l ived  i n )  a good boarding 
house-in f a c t  a beau t i fu l l y  kept  home, and Clark H. and ' the  Graham boys boarded 
there ,  and as they were very Uve ly  we a l l  had a gay time. I had no t rouble  in 
taking and keeping a good stand in school because I had been s o  much b e t t e r  taught 
than h i s  ( ~ h e n e y f s )  pupils. But t h e  t e r n  was s h o r t  and it was not  rrany weeks 
before we were back home. 

A t  about t h e  same time w e  had a l e t t e r  from Savannah Howell (daughter of Evan), a 
half  aunt  of Eob Graham, who had been a c l a s s  mate of mine i n  Covington and a nusic 
pupi l  of Ehts, and who was very fond of her, asking us t o  spend Christmas (1858) 
with her  (Savannah). She l ived  with Y r s .  Graham, a s  her mother hed been dead f o r  
years,  and her f a the r  l ived  by himself, all h i s  (other)  chi ldren being married. , 

Bob would meet us a t  Stone Mountah a t  any time wo named. Mrs. G. ( r a h a )  l ived i n  
Milton Co. about, I guess, t en  miles from S. (tone) K. (o~nta in) .  We were much 
pleased with t h e  idea  and got  ready and went. It was my f i r s t  experience on a 
planta t ion and we found many things  t o  i n t e r e s t  us. As Bobfs f a the r  was off  on 
business (horse trading) Bob looked a f t a r  t he  business ( a t  home). He and Clark 
Howell (son of Hamp) saw t o  the  r u m i n g  of the  gin, and we would go down t o  the  gir, 
house and watch t h e  work going on, or  Savannah and Em would play duats and s i n g  
together. Savannah had a lovely voics  and loved music, I n  f a c t  t h a t  was a l l  she  
cared about while a t  school, and was of ten i n  disgrace  about her o ther  work a t  
school tho she had a good min*. She was not qu i te  as  old as  I bu t  was t r e a t 4  
very much more l i k e  a young lady. The Grzhan home was a very n ice  square housa, 
with l a r g e  rooms and wide h a l l ,  but with a r a the r  small  piazza. It was by f a r  t he  
be s t  house i n  t h e  neighborhood, bu t  was not furnished well.  I n  f a c t ,  I think it 
was q u i t e  a new house, and perhaps it was soon furnished,  a s  they seemed f u l l y  
able. Tha naxt b e s t  house i n  t h e  neighborhood was t h a t  of Hamp. Howell Mrs. 
Graham's brother.  They were evidently the  f i r s t  people i n  tha  neighborhood, but  
were very kind and thoughtful  of t h e i r  poorer ne5ghbors. There was a young g i r l  
i n  the neighborhood t o  whom Nrs, G. (rshain) was very kb.d having her come and s t a y  
days a t  a time with her, because t h e  g i r l  had few pleasures. Old X r .  (Evan) 
Howell d id  not  l i k e  this. I think he  must hava been a hard, wicked old man from 
seve ra l  things we heard. The way he t rea ted  Mrs. Graham before her marriage was 
proof enough f o r  me of tha t .  It seems t h a t  Ivk. Grahan who was o Kentuckian used 
t o  come dovn t o  Gaorgia with a drove of horses and mules t o  s e l l ,  and when he was 
i n  t h a t  neighSorhood would "put up" with t he  old man  v van) Howell. He saw t h e  
daughter Ju l i a ,  took a fancy t o  her and when she was about f i f t e e n  wrote he r  a 
love l e t t e r .  )low J u l i a  cared s o  l i t t l e  about it t h a t  she  l e f t  it l y h g  round i n  
t h e  s i t t i n g  room, and her f a t h e r  saw it and read it. Being very angry he ca l led  
har up, took a llcowhidell and gave her a hard whipping. She sa id ,  afterwards, 
t h a t  she  had cared nothing f o r  Mr. Graham, bu t  while ge t t i ng  t h e  whippiig she m d e  
up her mind t o  marry him, Some time a f t e r  while on a v i s i t  t o  a married s i s t e r  
while i n  t he  kitchon baking cake, Mr. ~ . ( r aham)  came t o  the  housa, asked f o r  her 
and waLLed s t r a i g h t  through t o  t h e  kitchen and told  her he had come f o r  her, t o  
-take c a r e  of her, And they married. Fortunstoly he was a f i n e  man and they 
soemed very happy. I don ' t  think she  had forgiven him (her  f a the r )  when we kn2w 
her though I remember t h a t  she spen t  one night  a t  his house while we were thers ,  
but  he never came t o  her house. But he was qu i t e  old, I should guess near ly  
aighty, aqd probably did not go aboukvery much. I do remember, tho, t h a t  w3.il.p .. 
. - n . r ~ - n a ' n  r.mo at. ~ e h n n l  i n  Cnvin~ton he c m e  t o  see her. and while t ha r e  ha %ocri( & 



grea t  fancy t o  one of our young teachers Miss March, and t r i e d  t o  pay her atten- 
t ion ,  gave her boxes of candy and s o  on, u n t i l  the g i r l s  caught on and teased hsr  
very much. He was a very young feel3ng old man, and has l a t e l y  bought a nice  
carr iaga,  and I heard used t o  go v i s i t i n g  youiig lad ies  taking his grandsons, Bob 
Graham ard  Clark Howell (son of  amp.) with him. He plciyed t h e  f i d d l e  wel l  and 
nothing pleased him more than t o  have a l o t  of young people a t  h i s  house, dancing 
t o  hi3 w i c .  He had very nice looking f o e t  and took grea t  pr ide in keeping them 

. . 
looking nice. 

Well- t o  go on. While a t  Pxs. G&ams we were invi ted t o  a party a t  a house 
severel  miles from Mrs. G. (rahamts). The weather was cold and the  days short ,  s o  
we s t a r t e d  by the  middle of the afternoon ge t t ing  there  j u s t  before dark, The 
crowd had nearly a l l  eaten supper, or  dinner which ever it was, b u t t h e  t ab l e  was 
f u l l  of good food of a l l  s o r t s ,  meats, breads, cakes, fruits and candies. We had 
good appe t i tes  and d id  ju s t i ce  t o  ' the f ezs t  . Then we went i n t o  the  f ron t  of the 
house where two rooms were given up t o  the  guests-one roon f o r  dancing, and the 
other f o r  games, The a f f a i r  was qu i t e  a novel one t o  us.. The people a l l  plain 
country people with plain ways. Jus t  before we l e f t ,  a t  about rcidnight pla tes  of 
long narrow cakes were handed t h e  guests called qu i t s ,  s o  Savannah informed us. 

We were t o  spend the night  with t h e  old nan (Evan Howell) who l ived near t o  the  
family who gave the  party and the old man was expecting us. Mrs. -am had to ld  
us we must r e tu rn  home ear ly  as she wanted t h e  conveyance we were i n  t o  go t o  
Atlanta, but  a f t e r  breakfast  the  old pan got his f i d d l e  and sa id  w e  must have a 
dance. Bob went out and hitched up but his grandfather would not l e t  us go with 
one dance but  kept us a good while. Bob i n  tha  meantime urging us t o  leave. 
Going h m e  Bob was quite ser ious ,  and when we got there  he and a l l  of us got a 
goad scolding which we deserved, bu t  not Bob. She sa id  he was most t o  blame and 
she  was goiag t o  punish him i n  some way f o r  it. We a l l  t r i od  t o  mke har see t h a t  
Bob was not t o  blame but  she  shu t  me up by saying " O f  course don ' t  want t o  s ee  
Sob punished," Shs seemad t o  havo a spec ia l  f ee l ing  f o r  me, and I suppose ( in  
f a c t  I know it was because she thought we were i n  love, and she  seemed t o  look 
upon it a s  a ser ious  a f f a i r .  When Mr. Grahan came home she  introduced me t o  h a  
as the  l i t t l e  g i r l  who w i l l  one day be our daughter. I suppose because she hzd 
merrried s o  young she thought it the thing t o  do. On Christmas day when the negroes 
came round catching "Christmas G i f t t t ,  she to ld  t h e  negroes I would be t h e i r  young 
mistress  some day. It was qu i t e  enbarrsssing t o  me, but I f e l t  it was very compli- 
mentary for Bob was evidently her pride, I could never see  why she seemed s o  
cordial ,  f o r  I was n o t  a p re t ty  g i r l ,  not especial ly  ta lented in any way, t he  
daughter of a widow teaching t o  educate her children. a u t  U I h d  been aU. t ha t  
I was not  I could not have been t reated any more kindly. It was nore embarrsssing 
t o  m e  becausa Bob had not ever sa id  anything t o  me about marrying, had not even 
told me ha loved me. 

We z l l  spent  Christmas Day with the Hanp Howells, who l ived about a mile away, 
not  only the  regular family but a Ykr. Parsons, a partner +I business of Mr, 
Grahams, and a young man by the name of Clark, from kt lanta ,  and both of whm 
werc. ~ u i t o r s  f o r  Savannah tho  she was only f i f t e e n  years old, and she had promised 
them an answer on Chr i s tmas  day. I found out afterward t h a t  she said  t o  XI-, 
Parsons and I1nolg t o  Clark. Just bafore leaving the  house t o  re turn home she told  
me pr ivately  t h a t  when we got home and I got out of the buggy t o  get  i n  M r .  Clark's 
with her  as he had agreed t o  l e t  her dr ive h i s  pa i r  of f a s t  kmses (l ivery,  stabls 
horses) down t o  the r iver ,  a 'distance of severa l  miles. I did as she said ,  a ~ d  
before any one could in t e r f e re  she drove off.  Fortunately the horses behaved a l l  
r igh t ,  and when w e  reached the  r i v e r  she had no trouble i n  turning them. Whan t;: 
qot back Savannah got a very serious ta lking to .  Nrs. Gld.lem to ld  her t h a t  she hd 
:.uffered much i n  mi-& while w e  were gone beieg f e a r f u l  t h a t  she could not turn t h e  
Lorsea a t  the r i v e r  and fear ing t h a t  she night have t o  send me back t o  my mothav. 



drowned o r  maimed. I do no t  'know, b u t  I suspect  she had given M r .  Clark a good 
b l k  too which he c e r t a i n l y  deserved. 

We had aU. been inv i t ed  t o  spend s e v e r a l  days wi th  Mrs. Graham's brother  Col. Clark 
Howell who l i v e d  s e v e r a l  miles from Atlanta and preparat ions f o r  t h a t  v i s i t  were 
begun soon a f t e r  Christmas. It was then t h a t  Yes . Graham t o l d  how she  was going t o  
punish Bob f o r  n o t  obeying her i n  coming hone s o  l a t e  from h i s  grandfather 's  - t h a t  
s h e  was not  going t o  l e t  him go on t h i s  t r i p .  O f  course  we a l l  ( t h e  g i r l s  of t h e  
p r t y )  f e l t  very bad about it f o r  we knew it was not h i s  f a u l t  .but  and we f e l t  
t h a t  w e  would no t  enjoy the  visit a t  a l l  Ff Bob d i d  not .go.  So t h e  n i g h t  before  
t h e  v i s i t  was t o  come off we went i n  a body t o  Yes. Graham t o  plead f o r  30b. It 
took a good d e a l  of pleading b u t  a f t e r  a while she  gave i n ,  I expect  a s  much t o  
p lease  he r se l f  as  us. Savannah had before t h i s  been s e n t  t o  ask her  f a t h e r  f o r  t h a  
use  of h i s  c a r r i a g e  and horses t o  t ake  us g i r l s .  Af te r  some t a l k  he agreed pro- 
vided only throe  g i r l s  went i n  it. Savannah agreed, b u t  when we l e f t  t h e  house 
s h e  s a i d  "That is t o  keep Bet t ie '  Brown from going, f o r  he t o e s n ' t  l i k e  me t o  Se 
in t imate  wi th  her, b u t  she s h a l l  go and r i d e  i n  t h a t  ca r r i age ,  and one of us w i l l  
go i n  a bugw wi th  one of t h e  boys." And s o  it was, much t o  my sorrow, f o r  I was 
t h e  girl who went with Clark Howell (son of Hamp.), and t h e  day proved t o  be a r e i n  
windy day, and before I got  t o  t h e  ead of t h e  t r i p  I had taken a bad cold and got  
t h e r e  wi th  a red nose and swollen eyes and lip and t h e  knowledge t h a t  I was look- 
i n g  ng worst.  Col. Howellls family were very i n t e r e s t i n g  people. He had married 
t h e  second time t o  an old f r iend of rnothsrls -- a Miss Hooks, daslghter of D r . .  Hook 
who had been pas tor  of the Chr i s t i an  Church of which 1Jm was a member. He, himself,  
was a f i n e  looking m n  of gen ia l  mangers. He had q u i t e  a family of chi ldren,  a l l  
I th ink  by h i s  f i r s t  wife, b u t .  it seemed a very peaceful  fm.i ly and the  young fo lks  
seemed fond of her  ( t h e  second wifo) and p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  -with her.  I do not  renem- 
be r  a l l  t h e i r  namos, but  rememjer w e l l  Gvan, about twenty years  old end a f i n e  
looking p leasan t  fellow, who soon a f t e r  joined t h e  army and bacme a col .  of whom 
h i s  men were very fond--Albert about eighteen a l s o  a very a t t r a c t i v e  young Ran, 
and Clark about twelve o r  fourteen.  There were s e v e r a l  younger ones, two l i t t l e  
g i r l s  I think, but  I have a very hazy r e c o l l e c t i o n  of them. They had a n ice  l a r g e  
b r i c k  house, w e l l  furnished and I th ink  every room was f i l l e d .  Everything, was 
abUldant and t h e  guests were made t o  f e e l  very much a t  home. I do no t  remember 
much about t h a t  visit--we stayed only two o r  three  days, and I suppose my cold 
me f e e l  s tup id  - a t  any r a t e  I was not s o r r y  when t h e  t i n e  came t o  leave. The 
others  seemed t o  be having a f i n e  time and there  were young men from ~ t l a n t s  t o  
add t o  t h e  plaasure. 

When we l e f t  it was understood t h a t  we were t o  go a s  f a r  a s  a c e r t z i n  crossroads .-.. 

and t h e r e  t o  w a i t  f o r  birs. Graham who had gone i n t o  Atlanta on sone business.  So 
when we' got  t o  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  road t h e  boys b u i l t  a l u g e  f i r e  and w e  a l l  g o t  
out  of our conveyances and sat round on t h s  buggy'cushions and were having a good 
time when some one proposed t h a t  w e  e a t  dinnar. .So  t h e  basket  of lunch was brought 
o u t  and f in i shed ,  no one remembering. lvks. Graham and her  l i t t l e  daughter who ware 
d r i v i n g  from Atlanta. When s h e  g o t  t o  us and found t h a t  we had eaten and l e f t  
nothing f o r  them, s h e  was n a t u r a l l y  q u i t e  angry. I think'some one went up t o  a 
l i t t l e  a t o r e  where the .boys  had bought candy f o r  us, and got  soma crackers or  
something f o r  her. By t h e  time we r e a c h d  old M r .  (Evan) Howell's where w e  were 
t o  spend t h e  n ight  w e  were a hungry crowd, and Savannah. s a i d  t o  Eob and me ''Come 
l e t  us go t o  some of t h e  negroes cabins and. see  if we. cannot g e t  scme th ing  t o  ea2;( 
A t  t he  first cabin w e  found a woman j u s t  about t o  t a k e  a corn hoecake from the  hos, 
which she very wi l l ing ly  gave u s ,  and which with some nice,  th ick ,  cold but termis .  
t a s t ed  f i n e  t o  us, and t h e  woman seened t o  enjoy it a s  much, and l i s t ened  t o  our 
c h a t t e r  with g r e a t  pleasure.  We then want up t o  t h e  house where ue waited with 
more pat ience  than t h e  o the rs  probably d id  u n t i l  supper was announced. And such 3 

supper! Every th ing t h a t  t h e  p lan ta t lon  could g e t  toge the r  it seened t o  me, and IF 
- - A  - - L - L 1 A + +  7 - o  rl:A h..w 'mar+ 



t 
The next morning saw us on our way back t o  t h e  Graham home, and p r e t t y  soon Em and 
I bade fa rewel l  t o  them and l e f t  f o r  W. Plains  by t h e  way of Covington. Bob and 
Clark  took us i n  buggies t o  Stone Mountain t o  take  t h e  t r a i n ,  and on t h e  way Bob 
asked me t o  marry him and I s a i d  llyes'l. We then planned f o r  s e v e r a l  years t o  come. 
We would go on with our education as had been planned f o r  us -- I t o  some Georgia 
co l l ege  and Bob t o  Virginia.  L i t t l e  d i d  we know what t h e  next  years  would bring! 
It seems t h a t  w e  must have had no idea  of t h e  s t a t e  our country was i n  a s  it never 
seemed t o  .enter  our minds t h a t  war was threatening.  One th ing  t h a t  s u r p r i s e s  me is 
t h a t  I would n o t  agree  t o  correspond wi th  Bob;. Why I do not  renenber. It m y  be 
because w e  were not  allowed t o  w r i t e  t o  boys dur ing t h e  school term i n  Covington, 
and I supposed Dawson I n s t i t u t e  would have some such r u l e .  k t  any r a t e  I would 
not. We s t a r t e d  ou t  t o  be a very s e n s i b l e  couple and f e l t  very w e l l  s a t i s f i e d  with 
ourselves and each other.  

When we got  t o  Covington Mrs. Eddleman teased Em a good d e a l  f o r  l e t t i n g  me g e t  
ahead of her, b u t  Em s a i d  t h a t  s h e  had been j u s t  w i t h  boys while she  was gone. 
Bat I noticed t h a t  when we were looking f o r  Clark and Bob t o  spend t h e  evening with 
us on t h e i r  way back t o i t h e i r  school t h a t  Em primped a good d e a l  and even curled 
h e r  h a i r  which was a very unusual thing,  2nd t h a t  she  was very c o r d i a l  with Clark, 
and he never l e f t  her s i d e  t h e  whole evening. Vhen ha l e f t  he asked he r  t o  comes-- 
pond wi th  him t o  which she  agreed. He wrote very o f t en  and it was not  long before 
he asked her t o  marry him, which she  regre t t ed  very much. And when she  wrote h!.m 
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  he wrote her  a very sha rp  le t te r  l e t t i n g  her know t h a t  he thought 
she  had f l i r t e d  with him. Em f e l t  badly about it, as  s h e  ought t o  have, for i t  
was true.  


